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was a taile of the West Indian horucano \ drove the fleet upon the
islands of the Bermudas (alias Bermoothawes, alias the Isle of Divels,
alias, from their first claimant, though not discoverer, the Soiners
Islands). The adrniraPs ship, the Sea Venture, was wrecked ; nor did
Gates and Somers reach Jamestown till May, 1610. Here they
found the colony on the brink of dissolution, from which, however, it
was preserved by the speedy arrival of Lord Delaware, chosen as
Governor, we are told, for his rank, and apparently one of those
solid English noblemen to whose imperturbability the State has more
than once had safe recourse in critical moments of our history.
Through him William Crashaw, Preacher at the Temple,1 'sent
salutation to Virginia: thou hast thy name from the worthiest
Queen that the world ever had; thou hast thy substance from the
greatest King on earth.1* Soon after Lord Delaware had taken
over the governorship of the colony, Sir Thomas Gates sailed for
England.
Without taking a side plunge into the question of the origin of
The Tempest, *still-vext' like the 4 Bermoothes' themselves, we may
agree with Professor Gayley that there is but one explanation
possible of the parallelism of phrase between Shakespeare's play and
the Trv& and Sincere Declaration of the Estate of the Colony (entered
November 1610). This document was founded partly on Gates's own
report to the Virginian Council, but mainly on letters, then unpub-
lished, which had been sent home from the colony. The author of
the pamphlet and the dramatist must, alike, have had access to
a letter so sent home by William Strachey, a survivor of the wreck,
and secretary at Jamestown under both Gates and Lord Delaware.2
Unless, then, we are to accept Mr. Rudyard Kipling's genial con-
jecture that Shakespeare derived his 'extensive and peculiar'1 knowledge
of the details of the shipwreck, as narrated by Strachey, from a tipsy
seaman, who must have conveyed it largely in the diction used both
by the official and the poet, we must accept Mr. Gayley*s well-argued
1  William Crashaw, a fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, was the father
of the more celebrated Richard, fellow of Peterhouse ; but his theological views
were directly contrary to those of the poet.
2  Strachey's letter, addressed to ' an excellent Lady in England' (identified
by Mr. Gayley with Lady Howard de Walden), was not made public till 1625,
when, after the dissolution of the Company, it was brought out by Hakluyt in
Purchas Ais Pilgrimes.   The official dispatch drawn up for the use of the Governor
Lord Delaware by Strachey a few days before he indited this private letter
coincides with it in its account of the condition of the colony and of the remedies
required by it, but does not touch upon the shipwreck.   This dispatch, which
removes any doubt that might have existed as to the authenticity of Strachey's
information, remained in MS. till 1840.